CHAPTER XII

AROUND NAZARABAD

LADY visitors to Mysore will be interested in the SRI
VANI VILASA LADIES' CLUB, for European and Indian
women; it was opened in 1922, under the patronage of
the Royal Family, who have helped it in innumerable
ways. For four years it was housed in Rajkumar C.
Desaraj Urs' beautiful Karanji Mansion, and had all the
advantages afforded by those spacious rooms and exten-
sive grounds.

In 1926 another bungalow was rented from the palace
at a generously nominal sum. Here, on Mondays, Wed-
nesdays and Saturdays, ladies gather for social intercourse,
outdoor and indoor games, music and occasional lectures.

The club is extremely fortunate in its patrons and
office bearers. The patronage of Their Highnesses the
Maharani, C.L, the Maharani of Mysore, the Yuvarani
(who graciously fills the office of president), and of the
Princess Chaluvajammanniyavaru is very real and practi-
cal, continually exemplified in thoughtful, generous ways
and frequent visits.

Mrs. McGann, O.B.E., the vice-president, is indefatigable
in her work for the club, which owes its inception and so
much of its popularity and prosperity to her forethought
and administrative genius, and to her gracious presence
and intense interest in all pertaining to it. The club
is particularly fortunate in its honorary secretary,
Mrs. Rollo, B.A., and its honorary treasurer, Sri K. D.